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this is called " Burning the Hooli." The
earth seems worshipped, as the productive
source of fruits, and flowers; and fire, as
the vivifying origin of the genial warmth
which ripens and perfects its various gifts.
It is in the spirit of these ceremonies, that
the Hooli appears to bear a curious re-
semblance to the Roman rites, as described
by the poets of ancient days.

Parties of Natchwomen, jugglers, and
other itinerant exhibitors, travel from sta-
tion to station during the Hooli, and find
it a very profitable season. The only the-
atrical attempt I remember, was from Ben-
gal, and consisted of a corps dramatique of
puppets (Pootlees), as they are called in
India. The dolls had a theatre, suited to their
size, and were well dressed, and admirably
managed. One scene represented a native
court, or Durbar, to which all the neigh-
bouring Rajahs were supposed to make
their salaams to the reigning prince, for
whose decoration all the valuable " pro-
perties" had evidently been expended,
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